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January 20, 2010
18:40 – President Ryan Cole called meeting to order, Waynesville Fire Chief Joey Webb and Waynesville Town Manager Mike Galloway gave association an official welcome to Waynesville, North Carolina. Sgt. Chris Chandler of Waynesville PD gave the invocation.
18:45 - 
Adjourned meeting for the meal provided by Slagle’s Fire Equipment.
19:15 – President Cole brought the meeting back to order, with the Mayor of Waynesville addressing the association.

19:20 – President Cole gave a yearly report of what the association had accomplished in 2009.


2009 Year in Review:
1. By-laws were revised for the association.






2. Mission Statement and Core Values were adopted by the 




    association.






3. Association developed and approved a new logo






4. Established a firefighter and officer quarterly recognition 




    award.






5. Seat Belt Pledge: Western Association won the health and 




   safety banner at the 2009 annual state conference for getting 




   more firefighters to commit to wearing their seat belts.

19:25 – President Cole recognized the 2010 officers of the association



President Tommy Blanton (Rutherfordton Fire Department), 1st Vice President Scott 
Burnette (Asheville Fire Department), 2nd Vice President David Bullins (Statesville Fire 
Department), Treasurer Dean Coward (Balsam Willets Fire Department) Secretary 
Anthony Penland (Swannanoa Fire Department) and Past President Ryan Cole (Skyland 
Fire Department)


Incoming President Tommy Blanton took leadership of association for 2010 and presented Past President Ryan Cole with a fire axe and thanked him for his leadership for the year 2009.


President Blanton took time to recognize past officers of both the western association and the state association.


State Senator Joe Sam Queen addressed the association about the upcoming budget year for the state of North Carolina and he encouraged the association to continue with phone calls to your respective representatives.

19:35 – Firefighter and Officer of the year recognition. Roger Hollifield presented plaques to the following individuals.



2009 Firefighter of the Year: Zach Cecillian (Skyland Fire Department)



2009 Officer of the Year: Jake Whisnant (Shelby Fire Department)

19:40 – Secretary Report read by Secretary Anthony Penland. 

Treasure Report read by Treasure Dean Coward. Treasurer Coward informed association that 2010 dues had been sent out and in accordance with by-laws dues must be paid by March 31, 2010.

Motion was made by Davie Summery to accept both the secretary and treasurer reports. Joey Webb 2nd the motion. Motion Passed.

19:45 – Agency Reports were given by the respective state agencies present at the meeting:

NVFC – Chief Jeff Cash gave report on the National Volunteer Fire Council; NCSFA is 
going to add dues to state membership of $10.00 if departments are interested in joining 
the NVFC, $10.00 will be in addition to state membership dues. This extra $10.00 not 
only gets you the benefits from NVFC it will also get you a $10,000.00 AD&D insurance 
policy. Grants are to be released at any day and the Junior Firefighter Handbook is 
now on NVFC web site.


NCSFA – President Wes Greene.  President Greene spoke about the 2010 conference. 
Randolph Mantooth (Johnny Cage) will be the guest speaker at the year’s conference.  
The 2010 Conference will be held once again in Raleigh on August 11-14, 2010. 
Association is planning some type of street event for this year’s conference. President 
Greene gave brief update of the Gateway Conference; on item discussed was increasing 
membership in the state association.



Statistician Derrick Clouston spoke about restructuring the Gateway 



Conference. Members can go the NCSFA web site to view reports from the 2009 


Gateway Conference. Spoke about the upcoming Chief 101 program. This is a 


new program that is designed for new fire chiefs. This program is an expanded 


version of the one that has already been given. He reminded association about 


NFIS, Health and Wellness, Response Plan and Gateway Bench Marking. Full 


update on Gateway will be given at the mid winter chief’s conference.
Executive Director Paul Miller – recognized NCSFA board members past and present that were in attendance. Paul reminded all of us that we have to interact with our legislative representatives. An invitation was given to members of the association to join other fire service individuals in Raleigh on June 1, 2010 for legislative day. Gave charge to President Blanton to put committee together to get at least one person from every fire department that is represented by a state legislature to be at this event on June 1. Rosters have to be sent by January 31, 2010 or benefits will cease for fire departments not getting their rosters in by the deadline. Please remember that you have to send your roster to the association whether you want to be a member of the association or not. NCSFA is the collection and certification site for members of the pension fund. Scholarship can be gotten on-line at NCSFA web site and all scholarship applications must be completed and postmarked by March 15, 2010. NCSFA dues will increase to 20.00 for year 2011. Please prepare your budgets to meet this increase.

NCAFC – Chief Frank Burns. Mid-Winter Chief’s Conference will be February 5-7, 2010.  Chiefs will be hosting a pre-conference workshop on Fire Inspection.  The 2011 Mid-Winter Conference will be held February 2-5, 2011 at the Embassy Suites in Concord, NC.  Chief’s Quarterly News Letter in available on-line at the association web site. Chief Burns spoke about collecting $1.00 from every firefighter in North Carolina to go to Haiti Relief Fund. Chief Burns challenged President Blanton to get this relief effort going by issuing a challenge to the eastern and piedmont associations. Mutual Aid Plan is on NCAFC web site. Chief Ken Briscoe is the representative from the west. If you are interested in participating in this mutual aid please get with Chief Briscoe.

OSFM – Derrick Clouston.  Technical Rescue requalification now on OSFM web site. OSFM undergoing rewrites of some programs. Hazardous Materials requalification starting in May of 2010. Education Methodology requalification in March. Breathing school to be held in March and October. High Angle Rescue in March and Thermal Imaging School January 29 – 31, 2010. 2nd school will be held in September.

NCEM – Mike Cook.  End of 2009 and beginning of 2010 has been a rough one for Western North Carolina. Thanks to emergency management coordinators and firefighters that have worked these storms and special thanks to BRIDGE crew. NCSFS used bulldozers to get to some radio towers. Presidential declaration in 14 counties with 1.5 – 12 million in damages. Plans in place for bring in victims of Haiti. Places for this to take place, Pope Air Force Base, Raleigh and Charlotte. State of North Carolina on high alert for victims of Haiti. Grants for Domestic Preparedness Regions were announced with DPR 7 getting 380,000, DPR 8 getting 497,000 and DPR 9 getting 689,000. WNC Search Exercise to be held at Biltmore Estate. Participates should get in contact with Incident Commander Ryan Cole (Skyland) Fire Department)
NCFS – Representative from forest service introduced Alan Hill, District Forester for District 9 and Dewayne Vigil, assistant county ranger for Haywood County. Big thank you to all who helped and supported BRIDGE program by writing letters to state representatives. BRIDGE progress report will go back to the general assembly this year. We will be called upon to write more letters if BRIDGE program comes under fire again.

NCFFF – Rick Wood. Rick Wood and Joey Webb regional directors for NCFFF. Foundation trying to get deaths prior to 1981 that were line of duty deaths recognized to go on national memorial. Foundation requesting that fire departments search their records and send any information to Rick or Joey. 2009 saw eight lines of duty deaths in North Carolina with two of those coming from the West. Foundation trying to visit each county association to let them know about NCFFF and how they can assist. NCFFF annual memorial service will be held in Raleigh on May 1, 2010. Candlelight service will be on April 30, 2010 with annual parade honoring our fallen brethren to be held in the morning of May 1, 2010.
Community Colleges – Winfield Abee. 3 new regional coordinators back of board as of January 4, 2010. Josh Crisp is the new school coordinator at Gaston College. Cleveland Community College to hold 2nd full time firefighter academy, information on college web site. Instructor conference coming in May.
20:15 – Old Business:
1. Nominating Committee introduced candidates running for NCSFA board. Election will be held in April to place an individual on the state association board. Candidates were given two minutes to briefly tell about themselves and why they are running. Candidates running for this position are Frank Burns, Winfield Abee, Ryan Cole and Kevin Gordon. President Blanton asked for any more nominations from the floor. Hearing none Jeff Cash made motion to close nominations, motion was 2nd by Reggie Hassler. Motion Passed.
2.  Nominating Committee introduced candidate running for NCAFC board. Election also will be held at the April meeting of the western association. Candidate was given two minutes to tell                       association about him and why he was running. Candidate running for this position Jake Whisnant. President Blanton asked for nominations from the floor. Hearing none, Jeff Cash made motion to close nominations, motion 2nd by Wes Greene. Motion Passed.
20:25 – New Business:
1. NCAFC asking for 300.00 dollar donation to assist with cost of mid- winter conference. Motion was made by Kevin Gordon and 2nd by Wes Greene. Motion Passed.
2. 2010 Workshops:
Chief 101 – May 14 and 15

Health and Safety Benefits (Spring)

Beyond the Stone Age/Technology Available for Fire Service (Summer)

Leading the Future/Leadership Conference (Fall)

3. 2010 Meeting Dates:
April 21, 2010 Shelby Fire Department

July 21, 2010 West Macon Fire Department (Free Golf)
October 20, 2010 East Lincoln Fire Department

4. Administrative Needs



By-law Revision, Strategic Plan and Due notices getting out in timely manner. Dues must 

be paid by March 31, 2010.



Increasing Membership



Web Site Joey Davis

5. Continue Seat Belt Campaign, Firefighter and Officer Quarterly and Yearly Recognition, Scholarships, FD Assistance Program (David Bullins) Resource book.
6. Health and Safety Incentive

2010 Challenge – 5 million mile walk, Boots across North Carolina. Firefighters to start West (Murphy) and East (Manteo) and walk across the state this summer coming together at the state conference in Raleigh.
7. Next Meeting: April 21, 2010 Shelby Fire Department.
Respectfully Submitted: Secretary Anthony Penland 

