2007

WNCAFF – Grover Fire Department

Wednesday, October 17, 2007

Meal at 6:30 PM catered by The Pancake House of Shelby, sponsored by MES Carolinas

Welcome from Chief Gary Burris of the Grover VFD.

President Haithcock gaveled the meeting to order at 7:20.  President Haithcock recognized the Executive Board members present.  Pete thanked MES for sponsorship of the meal.  

Recognition of special guests present:  Bill Walker NCAFC President, Donald Whitaker Treasurer NCAFC.

Secretary’s Report:  Motion to approve by Reggie Hassler, 2nd Wesley Greene, passed unanimously

Treasurer’s Report:  Current balance $10,770.96.  Motion to approve by Jeff Cash, second Ken Briscoe, passed unanimously.

Election Discussion:  President Haithcock discussed discrepancy in voting at last election, decision to allow election to stand as previously indicated, however the By-Laws will be amended for future elections to avoid similar problems.

Old Business:  None

New Business:  Davie Summey of the nominating committee presented the 2008 slate of officers:




President – Jimmy Hensley – Grover VFD




1st VP – Ryan Cole – Skyland Fire




2nd VP – Tommy Blanton – Rutherfordton FD




Secretary – Joey Davis – Tryon Fire Dept.




Treasurer – Dean Coward – Balsam Willets Ochre Hill

With no nominations, motion to approve slate by Jeff Cash, second by Reggie Hassler, approved unanimously.  These officers will be installed in January 2008.

NCSFA – Reggie Hassler – Paul Miller sends his regards but cannot attend tonight.  The new office is now open in Raleigh – please come and visit.  All departments should have received postcards containing the new contact information for the NCSFA.  Reggie also discussed the agreement with ytbtravel.com/ncsfa  NCSFA retreat November 9-11.

NCAFC – Bill Walker – retreat held at Kings Mountain Fire Department.  New reference manual updates within the next 6-8 months.  Website will be changing with some new links.   “Safety starts at the top” will be Bill’s motto during his tenure as President.  

OSFM – Davie Summey – NC State Weekend at the NFA is in January.  The new junior firefighter policy is available on the OSFM website.

NVFC – Jeff Cash – Fall meeting is coming up so more on the NVFC at our next meeting.

Winfield Abee – Weekend schools are affected by burning ban and by water restrictions.  Cleveland Co. F/R College November 9-11.  Burke Co. School October 19-21, Wilkes County November 2-4.  NCEM classes at AB Tech week of November 15.  

Merchandise for sale tonight – “Basement Bargains” says Ryan Cole.

Drawing for Streamlight donated by MES:  983782 – Gary Burris, Grover VFD

Drawing for 50/50 983785 won by Gary Burris, Grover VFD for $111.  Gary thanked everyone and redrew 989991 for the flashlight – won by Ben Lunsford.

The meeting was adjourned for the program on fire grant writing.

WNCAFF
July 18, 2007

The July  2007 meeting of the WNCAFF was hosted by the Skyland Fire Department.  Chief Dennis Presley of Skyland welcomed the Association to town and gave the invocation.  A meal of BBQ was enjoyed by all, provided by ESIP (Emergency Services Insurance Program).

The meeting was gaveled to order at 7:15 by President Pete Haithcock.  Pete thanked Skyland for the wonderful meal.  

Joey Davis gave the Secretary’s Report.  Minutes were approved unanimously.

Dean Coward gave the Treasuer’s Report.  Current balance as of tonight’s meeting is $11,090.13.  

President Haithcock discussed the By-Laws stating an audit was required of the WNCAFF’s funds.  There will be an audit of the funds next year possibly – and an amendment of the By-Laws correcting the language regarding an audit.

Old Business:  

Meeting Dates for 2008:
January – Tryon Fire Department
April – Catawba Co Fire Museum 
July- Cherryville Fire Department
October – Balsam Willets Ochre Hill


New Business:  Election of positions to NCSFA and NCAFC, Jeff Cash Chairman of Nominations.  Jeff talked about the Ad Hoc survey passed out to the membership tonight.  Jeff also spoke about the drought of 2004 in Cherryville and thanked Chief Presley of Skyland for assisting with a tanker at that time.

Jeff recognized Frank Burns, Chief of Kings Mountain Fire Department to discuss candidates:

NCSFA:  Phil Welch, Winfield Abee
NCAFC:  Ken Briscoe, Jake Whisnant

Jake Whisnant (Asst. Chief of Shelby Fire) spoke first.  Jake is the previous President of the WNCAFF.  Jake is happy to be a candidate, and feels that either he or Ken would bring a lot to the table for the NCAFC.

Ken Briscoe (Chief, Lenoir Fire) said that either candidate will do a good job for the Western firefighters.  Ken is excited about the opportunity to serve.

Winfield Abee (Chief, Lovelady Fire) is a former President of the WNCAFF.  Winfield enjoys working with the people and feels like his experience and working with the WNCAFF would help the NCSFA and that he would call on everyone to be a part of his administration.

Phil Welch (Director, Gaston College RESTC) wants to work for the Association.  Phil promises that “what you see is what you get.”  He has for the past 11 years served as Statistician for the NCSFA, and is proud to see the progress it has made, and would love the opportunity to represent the west on the Board.

Jeff Cash then called for nominations from the floor for the NCAFC.  No nominations, motion and second to close floor (Reggie Hassler).  Floor was closed.

NCSFA nominations from the floor.  Motion to close by Barry Wilson, second Luther Clark.  Floor was closed.

Ballots were then distributed for the vote.  Each department present gets 1 vote.  Chief Cash, Chief Burns, Battalion Chief Cole and Asst. Chief Webb are designated as vote counters.

Pete talked about WNCAFF merchandise for sale.  

Chief Jeff Cash announced the results of the election:  There is a tie for the NCSFA position, so a revote will be taken.  After a spoiled vote in the second vote, all ballots were destroyed and a third vote was taken.  After a third vote a tie was still in place.  A fourth vote was then taken.  

For the position on the North Carolina Association of Fire Chiefs:  Ken Briscoe

For the position on the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association:  Phil Wel

Jeff Cash will be a candidate in August for the Statistician position for the NCSFA with Phil Welch leaving his position.

Chief Dennis Presley gave a program on ESIP workers compensation.

Conference Update – Paul Miller:  Paul thanked Dennis and Lisa for the food and hospitality.  Paul thanked Reggie Hassler for his work as President and Jeff Cash for his work as Program Director.  Paul thanked the candidates that ran for office tonight and said that all were winners.  Conference will be August 23-25 in Winston-Salem.  Paul also thanked Phil Welch for his job as Statistician.  The NCSFA will be moving into its new office next week and will be scheduling an open house for the event.  A receptionist has been hired and a new Program Director will be hired in August.  Paul also talked about the low interest loans available through the LGFCU (www.lgcu.org).  Two new benefits are now on the website (www.ncsfa.com).  

Legislative Update – LODD benefits for F/R instructors is still in House Pensions/Retirement Committee (HB 1563).  SB1142 is for parity between career firefighters and law enforcement and is in the Senate Pensions/Retirement Committee.  Paul encouraged all to contact their representatives on these issues.  Paul also spoke on the Fire Safe Cigarette bill as well.

OSFM Update – Davie Summey:  NC Breathing School in September at Gaston College (1/2 full).  NCAFC – Davie welcomed Ken Briscoe and thanked everyone for his support during his tenure as President.  Davie will be stepping down in August and also spoke of Cathy Lohr’s retirement and replacement by Ken Mullins (former Chief, Rocky Mount Fire).

Community College Update – Winfield Abee:  Winfield introduced Scott Bullard.  
Ben Lunsford:  Blue Ridge Fire School August 3-5 and talked about classes being cut already at this school.  Dusty Pendergraph:  Spoke about the Southwestern Community College.  Jimmy Hensley:  November 9-11 for the Cleveland County Fire/Rescue College.  A/B Tech:  Discussion on Emergency Services Academy.  Caldwell County School will be September 21-23.  NFA State Weekend:  Applications online August 31, weekend is January 4-6.

Presentation on pet oxygen masks.

Progress Energy demonstrations in the area later in the month.

Pete talked about the good representation from the west on the state associations.

Motion by Geoffrey Tennant to destroy ballots, with a second the motion carried unanimously.

Pete talked about the opening for 2nd VP which will be open in October for the WNCAFF.

Scholarship Drawings:  There are 215 department members, 6 vendor members as of tonight.  There were 76 scholarship applications.  Paul Miller drew the 3 recipients:  Sarah Manto – Concord Fire, Derrick Starnes - Grace Chapel, Zachary Manly – Highlands Fire.

50/50 Drawing was held for $167:  Winner was 123888 - 
Door Prize (GPS) was given away to 124344 – Davie Summey

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM.

WNCAFF

April 25, 2007

The April 2007 meeting of the WNCAFF was hosted by the Etowah-Horse Shoe Fire Department.  Chief Roger Freeman welcomed the Association to his department.  A meal was provided by American LaFrance.

The meeting was gaveled to order at 7:30 by President Pete Haithcock.  There were 48 members in attendance, and President Haithcock also recognized special guests:  Graham Fields (Western rep for Senator Elizabeth Dole) – the Association expressed to him their concerns on fire service issues.

The Secretary’s minutes were presented and approved unanimously.

Treasurer Dean Coward gave a current Association balance of $6579.04.  Dean also announced that he will be sending out scholarship applications along with invoices.  Drawing for scholarships will be at the July meeting in Skyland.

Wes Greene and Reggie Hassler gave an overview of some bills being introduced in legislation  related to the fire service including:  background checks for firefighters, LODD benefits for instructors, and parity for equal retirement with law enforcement.

Reggie also overviewed the Gateway conference initiatives including reducing LODDs/injuries through the co-sponsored 25/5 program.  Contact your local community college for the VFIS rollover prevention 25/5 class.

Reggie overviewed the NCSFA office relocation from Farmville to Raleigh.

Reggie overviewd the 2007 NCSFA conference which will be in Winston-Salem in 2007 & 2008.  Make plans to attend for a great conference.

Reggie expressed to the membership that Paul Miller would be sending out the newsletter soon.

Reggie also expressed regrets from Paul not being able to attend meeting and that scholarship applications had been selected and notifications to recipients would be coming out soon.

Community College Updates:

Jimmy Hensley overviewed Cleveland Community College – Fire Rescue College will be in November and several specialized training opportunities are available.  Visit www.clevelandcountyfiretraining.com for the information.

Gene Gladdin overviewed Blue Ridge Community College – Weekend school will be upcoming in August and all information is available at www.blueridge.edu
Ryan Cole overviewed AB Tech – progress and success of firefighter academy, pursuing a grant for a mobile burn trailer and stated that training facility plans were going well.

Winfield Abee reported Burke County Commissioners had approved $2.5 million for Western Piedmont CC Training Center (phase 1).  He also reported on the tremendous activity of all colleges and number of classes being attended by fire-rescue personnel.

President Haithcock had no old business.

New Business:  President Haithcock expanded on the initiatives of Gateway for fire service personnel to wear seatbelts. 

Pete and Reggie overviewed the process of selecting representatives for the NCSFA and NCAFC.  Both organizations will have slots for Western reps.  If interested please provide interest inquires to President Haithcock.  A decision will be made at the July meeting.

Upcoming Meeting Dates:

July 18, 2007 – Skyland

October 2007 – Grover

January 2008 – 

April 2008 – OPEN

July 2008 – OPEN

October 2008

If your department wishes to host a meeting, contact 2nd VP Ryan Cole.

Door prizes were awarded.

Dean Coward won the 50/50 drawing and donated his winnings to the Association.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15.  Thanks to Winfield Abee for taking minutes in absence of Secretary Davis.

WNCAFF Meeting

January 17, 2007

Hosted by the Town of Columbus Fire Department

Incoming President Pete Haithcock welcomed the membership at 6:40 and recognized Chief Geoffrey M. Tennant of the Columbus Fire Department.

Chief Tennant introduced Polk County Commissioner Tommy Melton, Polk County Sheriff Chris Abril and the members of the Columbus Fire Department.

President Haithcock introduced Charles Stafford of Motorola and thanked them for meal sponsorship.

Charles Green of the Mill Spring Fire Department gave the invocation.

Meal of BBQ and chicken was provided by Mountain View BBQ of Columbus (www.mtnviewbbq.com) 

Door prizes (3 WNCAFF shirts) awarded to audience.

50/50 drawing held for $100.  Timothy Stewart of Mill Spring won the drawing.

Drawing held for Magellan eXplorist 100 GPS, donated by Dennis Presley.  Dean Coward won the GPS.

The meeting was reconvened at 7:40 by outgoing President Joey Webb.

Joey gave his farewell speech and turned the Association over to Pete Haithcock.

President Haithcock gave his inaugural speech and said he is looking forward to the continued success of the WNCAFF and encouraged all to bring in more department members.

Joey Davis gave the Secretary’s Report.  Motion to accept by Frank Burns.  Motion carried unanimously.

Dean Coward gave the Treasurer’s Report.

256 Fire Departments, 5 vendors as of tonight’s meeting.

$6517.50 balance as of tonight’s meeting.

Motion by Reggie Hassler to accept, motion carried unanimously.

Paul Miller spoke on behalf of the NCSFA (www.ncsfa.com ).  Gateway conference is occurring in Mooresville.  Paul spoke on Ken Dildy, former association president, who is battling cancer at this time.  Rosters are due by January 31 and are coming into the office at a very good pace.  Scholarship packets were mailed at the first of the month – call NCSFA if you haven’t received it.  Paul distributed information on the Doctor’s Vision Center benefit that is available to NCSFA members.  He also spoke on the 25/5 vehicle accident reduction program that is in place.  Conference planning is currently underway for the August convention in Winston-Salem.  Paul gave a friendly reminder on the NCSFA debit card through the LGFCU (www.lgcu.org) and the loan program available through the LGFCU.  The NCSFA is now creating a partnership with Staples (www.staples.com) that will give firefighters and fire departments discount on office supplies.

Reggie Hassler spoke on behalf on the NCSFA also.  He spoke on the “Firefighters helping Firefighters” program, and the need to get non-members of the Association to join.  He also spoke on Appalachian State’s second consecutive national football championship – go Mountaineers.


Davie Summey spoke on behalf of the NCAFC and OSFM.  Mid-Winter conference begins 2/1 in Atlantic Beach.  Fire Prevention School in April at Kure Beach.  Executive Fire Officer program will be coming up in the fall in Charlotte.  The NCAFC will have the Western Director’s position opening up in August as Chief Burns will move up the chain.  Fire Service Reference Manual is being updated currently as well.  

OSFM side – 9S changes to inspections – especially the 4 personnel and engine response to all fire calls involving a structure.  

Jeff Cash spoke on behalf of the NVFC.  

Frank Burns spoke on behalf of the NC Association of Hazardous Materials Responders (www.nchazmat.com).  Chief Burns spoke on the National Mutual Aid Response plan, which Frank is the NC representative.  

Presentation of Firefighter of the Year to Jason Harwood of the Barnardsville Fire Department.

Presentation of Officer of the Year to Geoffrey Tennant of the Columbus Fire Department.  

Ben Lunsford spoke on behalf of the Community College system.  Upcoming fire schools:  McDowell (30th year) – March 16-18.  Fontana Fire School Feb 16-18 sponsored by Tri-County Community College.

Ryan Cole spoke on behalf of the NCF&LS.  Conference February 3-7 at the Grove Park Inn.  

Charles Stafford of Motorola gave a presentation on VIPER.

The Association expressed their thanks for the meal from Motorola.

President Haithcock gave a special plaque of appreciation to Joey Webb for his year of service as President in 2006.

There being no further business, President Haithcock gaveled the meeting to a close at 8:40.

There were 102 in attendance.

2006
MINUTES OF THE WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF FIREFIGHTERS

January 25, 2006 – Mill Spring Fire Department

Incoming President Joey Webb introduces Mill Spring Chief Mark Smith who introduces Harry Denton and other Polk County commissioners.  Invocation for the meal is done by Past President Winfield Abee.

A meal of BBQ was provided by Foothill Mountains BBQ of Columbus, and was sponsored by Carolina Fire.

After the meal the meeting was gaveled to order at 7:25 by Winfield Abee who turned over the Association to Joey Webb.  Joey thanked Carolina Fire for sponsorship of the meal and recognized several special guests present:  Paul Miller, Jeff Cash, David Watson, Reggie Hassler, Roland Hamrick, Davie Summey, Ben Lunsford, Debbie Hollifield, and also the vendors present:  Steve King, M. Morris, Reggie Scruggs, Craig Budzinski.

Joey Davis gave the Secretary’s report and the reading of the October 19 minutes.

Dean Coward gave a Treasurer’s report with a current balance of $9,253.57.   Motion was made by Jeff Cash and a second to approve reading of minutes and Treasurer’s report.  Motion carried.

Under old business the Association voted to donate $500 to the Familes for Roadside Safety in follow up to the October meeting in Kings Mountain.

Under new business, Paul Miller gave an NCSFA update – scholarship packages, updated rosters, State Conference in Greensboro (August 24-26), Gateway update, and an update on recruitment and retention tools being made possible by the NCSFA.

Davie Summey reminded everyone of the upcoming Mid-Winter conference in Atlantic Beach, the upcoming Chief’s board focus group at the next WNCAFF meeting, ISO inspections (should be completed by 2007), and the upcoming Breathing School at Gaston College.

Winfield Abee reminded everyone of the NCSFRI instructor’s conference May 17-20 in Atlantic Beach.

First VP Pete Haithcock gave an update on the meeting schedule for 2006 and host sites for 2007 have been selected.  They are:

January – Columbus Fire Department

April – Etowah Horse Shoe FD

July – Skyland FD

October – Grover FD

Second VP Jimmy Hensley gave an update on WNCAFF apparel and the possibility of being able to order merchandise through the website.

Ben Lunsford gave an update on the upcoming McDowell Fire School, training centers, and the upcoming rookie school at A-B Tech.

David Watson gave an update on the FLSE association.

Programs were given by Bob Williams and WeatherBug (www.weatherbug.com)

A 50/50 drawing was won by Craig Budzinski for $100.

Door prizes were given away.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Attendance sheets were signed by 70 in attendance, however Paul Dale reports serving over 100 plates of BBQ.

WNCAFF Minutes

April 19, 2006 – Triple Community Fire Department

Triple Community Chief Dennis Epley welcomed the Association to his department for the April WNCAFF meeting.  Past President Winfield Abee gave the invocation.  A meal of BBQ and chicken was catered by Smokey Creek BBQ and sponsored by Slagle’s Fire Equipment.

Virgil Slagle gave a PowerPoint presentation on Slagle’s Fire Equipment.

President Joey Webb called the meeting to order at 19:28, and thanked Smokey Creek BBQ and Slagle’s for the meal.   He also recognized vendors and special guests present:  Winfield Abee, Joe Sam Queen (senatorial candidate), Frank Burns, Wes Greene, Jeff Cash, Davie Summey, Virgil & John Slagle, Craig Budzinski, Reggie Hassler, David Watson, Ben Lunsford, Dennis Parker.

Joey Davis gave the Secretary’s Report.  The minutes of the January meeting were unanimously approved.

Dean Coward gave a Treasurer’s Report showing a current balance of $7897.31.  He also stated that scholarship information would be going out soon.  The Treasurer’s Report was unanimously approved.

President Webb stated that 1st VP Pete Haithcock and 2nd VP Jimmy Hensley could not be at tonight’s meeting.

Old Business:

Joey Davis read a letter of thanks from Lara Feinburg from FORS (Families For Roadside Safety) in regards to the Association’s donation.

Jeff Cash gave updates on the following:  NCSFA conference, NVFC, Public Safety Officers Benefit Program, Recruitment and Retention information

Wes Greene talked about the upcoming NCSFA/SCSFA board meeting in June.

Reggie Hassler gave an update on the firefighter deaths at Banner Elk VFD.

David Watson gave an update on FLSE, and discussed the 2007 FLSE conference at the Grove Park Inn.

Frank Burns gave an update on the NC Association of Haz-Mat Responders.

Joey Davis (in place of Jimmy Hensley) discussed new merchandise that will soon be available to the Association.

Winfield Abee reminded everyone of the upcoming Fire-Rescue Instructors Conference May 17-20 at Atlantic Beach.

A Community College update was given as well.

With no further old business and no new business, the meeting was adjourned at 20:02.

The next meeting will be July 19 at Cashiers Fire Department.

There were 31 members in attendance.

WNCAFF MINUTES

WEDNESDAY JULY 19, 2006

CASHIERS-GLENVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT

President Joey Webb welcomed the membership prior to the meal, which was provided by Moore Fire Equipment (E-One) and Cashiers-Glenville FD.  President Webb then introduced Chief Dillard of the Cashiers-Glenville FD, who welcomed the Association and then offered the invocation.

A meal of barbeque was had by all.

Meeting was reconvened at 7:20 by the official banging of the gavel.

President Webb recognized special guests present:

Heath Shuler:  US Congressional Candidate (spoke briefly)

Bill Bradley:  Hearts with Hands

John Fix:  On-Scene Xplorer

Jeff Cash:  NCSFA and NVFC

Frank Burns:  NCAFC and NC Haz-Mat Association

Davie Summey:  OSFM and NCAFC

Reggie Hassler:  NCSFA

Brian McMahan – Jackson County Board of Commissioners, Chairman

Jeff Cash:  Questions for Heath Shuler (are you familiar with the FEMA grants, what’s it like to play in RFK Stadium?), discussion on the State Conference August 24-26 in Greensboro.  Discussion on the October meeting hosted by the Cherryville Fire Department (date change to October 25, all information available on the WNCAFF website). 

Reggie Hassler:  No comments

Frank Burns:  Possibility of moving NCAFC conference to the west or at least a mini-conference in the western part of the state.

Davie Summey:  OSFM update – October 9-13 fall breathing equipment school – 8 slots available at this time only.  ISO update – still on track to make the 7 year cycle, 4 new staff members to assist with the 9S inspections.

Winfield Abee:  NCSFRI www.ncsfri.org visit for events calendar.  Southwestern Fire College brochures coming out (September 8-10 in Franklin).  Cleveland County Fire Rescue College brochures coming out soon, you can visit the website www.clevelandcountyfiretraining.com for more information (November 10-12).  Blue Ridge Fire Rescue College is the first week of August.  Discussion on joint effort between VFIS and NCSFA on rollover prevention.

President Webb presented a plaque to Past President Winfield Abee for his services to the Association.  Winfield gave a few words of thanks for the honor.

Secretary’s Report from Joey Davis.  Minutes approved without objection.

Treasurers Report from Dean Coward.  Current balance:  $4942.97.  Dean also spoke about dues coming in the mail for August 1, information will also include scholarship applications, which winners will be drawn at the October meeting.  Scholarship applications are due back to Dean by October 15.  Treasurer’s report approved without objection.

Jimmy Hensley spoke on new merchandise available.

Bill Bradley gave a presentation on Hearts with Hands.

John Fix gave a presentation on On-Scene Xplorer – www.onscenexplorer.com
50/50 drawing for $56 won by Kevin Mundy

Door prizes were given by Cashiers-Glenville.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.

WNCAFF Minutes

October 25, 2006

Gaston College RESTC/Hosted by Cherryville Fire Department

Chief Jeff Cash gave an unofficial welcome before the meal at 6:30.  Gaston College RESTC Director Phil Welch gave the prayer.  A meal of chicken and country style steak was had by all.  Chief Cash also distributed a free book “Joe Montana’s Family Playbook for Managing High Blood Pressure” to all those in attendance.

The official meeting was called to order by President Joey Webb at 7:05 with the President’s gavel.

Phil Welch gave an official welcome from Gaston College and promises a demonstration of the facilities as part of the evening’s program.  More information on the RESTC is available at www.gastonfire.com 

Special Guests:  Paul Miller (NCSFA), Jeff Cash (NVFC), Phil Welch (NCSFA), Wes Greene (NCSFA), Davie Summey (NCAFC), Frank Burns (NCAFC), Ryan Cole (NCFLS), Ben Lunsford (Community College)

Joey Davis gave the Secretary’s minutes.  Minutes were approved unanimously.

Dean Coward gave the Treasurer’s report with a current balance of $7663.09 counting dues for 2006 received.  Dean stated 331 dues statements were mailed out with current numbers of 205 departments and 5 vendors with current dues paid as of tonight’s meeting.  Report was approved unanimously.

2006 WNCAFF Scholarship:  79 applications were received, 3 will be awarded - $500 each.  Dean asked Paul Miller to draw the winners.  Winners are:  Adam Mashburn (Unaka Fire), Wesley Smith (Mtn Home), Josh Bradshaw (Morganton Public Safety)

Jeff Cash comments:  NVFC update including the Joe Montana (see page 45) book, and passed out NVFC legislative update.  NCSFA update on the “I AM” commercials which feature Kings Mountain, Cherryville and Shelby fire departments.  Commercials will air again during Thanksgiving.  The commercials are also going to FEMA as a national example.

Paul Miller comments:  Sorry Reggie Hassler couldn’t attend.  Paul brought mousepads and the new Flamespread newsletter.  Paul spoke about the new 90 day claim rule on injuries.  A claim must now be filed within 90 days of the incident.  Paul also spoke on the train-the-trainer workshops on vehicle rollover protection.  Update on LGFCU – the NCSFA debit card, low interest loans on fire apparatus, equipment, and stations, the new ncsfa.com website, the new NCSFA office location in Raleigh, the new NCSFA fire calendar, Oct 31 is deadline for relief reports, membership dues are due in office by January 31, 2007, Nov 9-11 is NCSFA board retreat in Asheville, talks with IRS on stipends, other pertinent issues.

Davie Summey comments:  E-mail was sent out requesting issues – Davie is overwhelmed with responses on the IRS stipend issue.  NCAFC is also pushing firefighter safety – seatbelts – this year.  The Fire Service Reference Manual is scheduled for updating this year.  The Executive Fire Officer program will be held in the fall of 2007.  Dates for mid winter and the Fire Prevention School are available online at www.ncafc.com   Negotiations are still underway for scheduling some type of conference in the west, though contracts hold mid-winter at the beach.

Wes Greene:  No comments

Ryan Cole:  NC FLS conference February 3-7 at Grove Park Inn, including a grant writing program.  Room rates are $79 per night, book now before available rooms are booked.  Mail out going out to all departments for meeting November 4 at Harrah’s Cherokee Casino.  

Frank Burns:  Next Haz-Mat meeting November 9 in Wilmington.  More information is available at www.nchazmat.com   RRT committee is working on funding to replace outdated equipment on the RRT trucks.  

Ben Lunsford:  Cleveland County Fire Rescue College November 10-12.  Please register for any college early so that classes are not cancelled.  

Davie Summey (OSFM):  Update on Tim Bradley’s rescue in Mebane over the weekend, OSFM inspector position open if you are interested in a new career.  NC weekend at NFA is the first weekend of January.  2007 Breathing School will be in March at Gaston College

FF of the Year and Officer of the Year – deadline has now been extended until December 31, with awards to be presented in January

Nominating Committee for WNCAFF:

The slate for 2007 is as follows:

President – Pete Haithcock

1st Vice President – Jimmy Hensley

2nd Vice President – Ryan Cole

Treasurer – Dean Coward

Secretary – Joey Davis

Past President – Joey Webb

Jeff Cash made a motion to take the slate as presented.  With a second from Wes Greene the nominations passed

Joey Davis gave the list of meetings for 2007, and a request for meeting dates for 2008

Frank Burns made a plea for updates for the WNCAFF website.

Phil Welch then had the program which gave an overview of the Gaston College RESTC.

Meeting was adjourned for the program at 8:00.

There were 35 members in attendance.

2005
MINUTES OF THE WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF FIREFIGHTERS

Meeting of the WNCAFF held on Tuesday January 18, 2005 – 6:30 PM

Dale Earnhardt Inc., Mooresville -  Hosted by the Mooresville Fire Department

Welcome message by 2005 President Winfield Abee, who thanked the staff of DEI for the hard work on the food and banquet setting.

President Abee recognized special guests and vendors present:

Stevens Fire Equipment, Slagle’s Fire Equipment, Anchor Richey

Tim Bradley, Larry Hughes, Steve Sloan – OSFM, Mike Hill – Fire/Rescue Instructors, and representatives from the NCSFA – Vernon Ward, Paul Miller, Jimbo Peele, Jeff Cash, and Reggie Hassler.

President Abee then introduced Mooresville Fire Chief Wes Greene who in turn introduced Mayor Al Jones who officially welcomed the Association to Mooresville.

The reading of the previous minutes was skipped, and those minutes are to be mailed out shortly.

Treasurer Dean Coward gave a treasurer’s report – “It’s OK.”

No old business to be discussed.

Paul Miller brought literature to be picked up by the departments on hand.

Presentation to 2 outgoing officers of the WNCAFF – President Richard Sales, who was unable to attend due to a death in his family, and to Lisa Presley for her years of service as the Association’s secretary.

Shelby Fire Chief Roland Hamrick presented the 2004 Firefighter of the Year award to FF Eric Jones of the Clyde Fire Department.  The 2004 Officer of the Year was presented to Chief Dennis Presley of Skyland Fire Department.

In a new category, Chief Hamrick presented the Senior Officer of the Year to Clinton Bowman of the Icard Fire Department.

Former Association President Jake Whisnant presented Winfield Abee a gavel and case to be used during his presidential term.

The next Association meeting will be in April hosted by the Cedar Mountain Fire Department.

With there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned for a tour of the DEI facility.
Minutes of the Western North Carolina Association of Firefighters

April 20, 2005 – Cedar Mountain Fire Department 

After a meal of drunken chicken (if you still don’t know what it is ask Jeff Cash), the meeting was officially called to order by President Winfield Abee (minus his gavel) at 7:40 PM. 

Chief Davie Summey of the Cedar Mountain Fire Department officially welcomed the Association. 

President Abee gave thanks to the cooks and the CMVFD staff for the evening’s meal. 

Winfield also recognized guests present:  Craig Budzinski (American LaFrance), and Randy Dillard (Moore Equipment – E-One) 

There were 2 short presentations – one from Pam Hysong from the USDA on rural funding and financing rates, and also from Morton Buildings on fire station design. 

President Abee stated that the NC Fallen Firefighters Foundation couldn’t be present but should be here for our meeting in Skyland in July. 

Jeff Cash made a motion to accept the minutes of the January WNCAFF meeting as mailed, and after a second the motion passed. 

Joey Davis spoke about the email list. 

Dean Coward gave a Treasurer’s Report: 

Balance October 2004 - $15,865

Balance January 2005 - $12,126.16

Current Balance          - $  9,612 

Dues for 2005 should be going out by the end of the month.

 

The Treasurer’s Report was approved as given. 

Roland Hamrick read a letter of appreciation from Clyde Fire Chief Joey Webb in regards to the Association’s donation to flood relief efforts within his department. 

Jeff Cash gave a NCSFA report:  66 issues in the General Assembly, passed out information on the August conference (August 25-27) in Greensboro – more information and on-line registration is available at www.ncsfa.com 

For the NCAFC report, Past President Roland Hamrick introduced Vice President Davie Summey, who then delegated to the Western Director, Frank Burns.  Frank stated that the NCAFC was working hard to coordinate with other state agencies and that the next meeting would be in May in Conover. 

Davie Summey then gave a DOI report on upcoming ISO inspections.  He also spoke of the upcoming Instructors Conference in Asheville May 4-7. 

Jimmy Hensley of the Cleveland Community College Emergency Training Center gave a report on the upcoming State Fire College May 19-22 at the ETC.  More information is available at www.clevelandcountyfiretraining.com 

Dennis Pressley spoke of the upcoming Fire College at AB Tech. 

Winfield Abee spoke about several community colleges pursuing training facilities. 

Winfield gave a reminder about the next meeting in July at Skyland Fire Department (check the website for more information www.wncaff.com) where Pierce will be providing our meal. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Departments present were: 

Boone FD - 1

Mill Spring VFD - 4

Kings Mountain - 2

Spruce Pine - 4

Cashiers-Glenville - 6

Savannah - 2

Balsam - 2

Triple Community - 2

Reems Creek - 1

Skyland - 1

Asheville - 1

Barnardville - 1

Connestee - 6

Brevard - 5

Southeast American LaFrance - 1

Jonathan Creek - 2

Clyde - 2

Grover - 2

Cherryville - 2

Lovelady - 2

Shelby - 1

 WNCAFF Meeting July 20, 2005

Skyland Fire Department

The WNCAFF July meeting was hosted by Skyland Fire Department on Wednesday July 20, 2005.  President Winfield Abee gaveled the meeting to order shortly after 6:30.

The Buncombe County Honor Guard posted the colors, and Chief Davie Summey lead the Association in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Skyland Fire Chief Dennis Pressley led prayer, and the meeting recessed for a meal of barbecue chicken and roast beef provided by Triad Fire and Akron Brass.

After the meal, Winfield thanked those who provided and prepared the meal.

Ed Brinson and Gene Moore gave a presentation on the North Carolina Fallen Firefighters Foundation (www.ncfff.org).  Winfield Abee asked Ryan Cole to pass around a collection plate to take up a love offering for the NCFFF.

Winfield then recognized all vendors present.

Wade Farrier from Triad Fire gave a short presentation on Triad and Pierce services and features.

Alan Myers from Akron Brass also gave a short PowerPoint presentation.

The minutes from the April meeting were read and approved as read.

Dean Coward gave the Treasurer’s Report with a current balance of $8127.45.  He also announced that 3 scholarships will be given away at the October meeting in Kings Mountain.  Chief Frank Burns made a motion that the report be approved, second by Chief Davie Summey.  Motion passed.

No other old business to report.

Reggie Hassler and Wes Greene gave an update from NCSFA – reminding everyone of the state conference in Greensboro in August.  Chief Greene also spoke of Fire Act grants beginning in late July and SAFER funding to be announced in August.

Chief Greene also made a motion that the Association donate $1000 to the NCFFF, and received a second.  The motion passed and a check will be issued to NCFFF in October in accordance with Association by-laws.

Robert Griffin spoke of State by-law changes that you will be voting on at the conference in August.

Chief Frank Burns and Davie Summey gave an update of NCAFC business.  Frank spoke about nominations (not donations) for career and volunteer chief awards that will be presented by the NCAFC.

Chief Burns also made a motion that the Association’s part of the 50/50 go to NCFFF.  After a 2nd, the motion passed.

NCDOI update – Davie Summey – ISO ratings are still coming in next 2 years.  There will also be a NC Breathing School in October at Gaston College.  More information on it can be found at www.gastonfire.com
NC Haz-Mat Association update – Frank Burns – There will be several haz-mat classes at the state conference and the next RRT advisory board meeting is tomorrow (July 21, 2005) in Raleigh.

NC Fire and Life Safety – Ryan Cole – The new website is online at www.ncflse.com  The next meeting will be on August 2 in Boone.

Community College update – Winfield Abee – introduced Benjamin Lunsford who is the new western coordinator.

Jimmy Hensley gave an update on the UCC class beginning next week at Cleveland Community College and also the approaching start date for the USAR structural collapse class.

Bobby Stroupe gave an update on the 2006 meeting locations:  January – Mill Spring, April – Triple Community – July – Cashiers Fire

Joey Webb spoke on the Families for Roadside Safety bill update – there will be a more formal presentation in October.

NFA NC Weekend – January 6-8, 2006

Nominating committee will be:  Frank Burns (Chair), Lee Carswell, Kevin Mundy, David Hughes.

The NCFFF thanked the Association for their donations.

Robert Griffin expressed his thanks for all the support through the years of his serving on the NCSFA board.  He will leave the board in August after 18 years.

With the love offering and 50/50 profits, the WNCAFF gave $500 to the NCFFF.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned after drawing for 50/50 and door prizes.

Treasurers Report:

Balance 4/20/05





$9612.00

Receipts

Interest




$5.39

Dues




$30.00

Hats/Shirts



$80.00

50/50




$66.00









$181.39

Expenses

Meals




$28.00

Postage/Printing


$243.84

Shirts




$1394.10









$1665.94

Balance






$8127.45

Departments in Attendance

Swannanoa – 1

Barnardsville – 3

Asheville/Buncombe Arson – 1

West Buncombe – 3

Skyland – 10

Jonathan Creek – 1

Lake Logan – 2

Lovelady – 3

Franklin – 3

Anchor Richey EVS – 1

Grover –1 

Parkway – 4

Spruce Pine – 9

Cullowhee – 2

Balsam – 4

Forest City – 3

Mooresville – 1

SDO – 2

Asheville Fire – 13

Triple Community – 2

Burnsville – 2

Denver – 2

Sherrills Ford-Terrell – 1

Black Mtn – 3

Boone – 2

Cedar Mtn – 1

Kings Mtn – 2

Mill Spring – 6

NCFFF – 2

Cherryville – 1

Hughs Pond – 1

Minutes of the WNCAFF 

October 19, 2005 – Kings Mountain Fire Department Station 2

President Winfield Abee recognized special guests in attendance at the meeting (NC Rep Tim Moore, US Rep Patrick McHenry).

Kings Mountain Fire Chief Frank Burns welcomed the Association to Kings Mountain and introduced members of Kings Mountain’s city council, the chairman of the county commissioners, and Kings Mountain Mayor Rick Murphrey.

Mayor Murphrey welcomed the Association and gave the invocation.

A meal of country style steak, green beans, corn, and mashed potatoes was provided by Akron Brass and MES/Action Fire and Safety.  Rogers BBQ of Grover catered the meal.

After the meal Past President Richard Sales led the Association in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

President Abee gave thanks to KMFD for hosting the meeting, Roger’s BBQ for the catering and MES and Akron Brass for sponsoring the meal.  He also recognized vendors and special guests present again.

The minutes of the July meeting were read and approved.

The treasurer’s report by Dean Coward showed a current balance of $11,954.04 with 247 department as current members and 6 vendors as current vendors.  The report was approved as read.

Under old business, there were 98 applicants for the WNCAFF scholarships, and NCSFA Executive Director Paul Miller drew 3 winners.  They are:

· Tracy Bass – Sherrils Ford Terrell F/R

· Deidra Ramsey – Sawmill FD

· Kimberly Bradshaw – Morganton Public Safety

Richard Sales read a letter of appreciation from the NC Fallen Firefighters Foundation.  As discussed in the July meeting, the Association voted to donate $1,000 to the NCFFF at this meeting.

Paul Miller and Paul Brooks discussed the NCSFA Focus Group meetings, including the one held earlier in the day at KMFD.  Jimbo Peele, Reggie Hassler and Wes Greene also spoke briefly on NCSFA happenings.

Davie Summey and Frank Burns gave a short update on the NC Association of Fire Chiefs.

Davie also gave a short update on OSFM and ISO happenings, reminding everyone of the NC weekend at the National Fire Academy January 6-8, 2006.  He also discussed ISO ratings and the recent fall NC Breathing School at Gaston College.

Frank Burns and Jimbo Peele spoke on behalf of the NC Haz-Mat Association and reminded everyone of their next meeting November 10 in High Point.

Jimmy Hensley and Benjamin Lunsford gave an update on NC Community Colleges.

Second VP Bobby Stroupe gave an update on the 2006 meeting schedule.  It is:

January 18 – Mill Spring VFD

April 19 – Triple Community FD

July 19 – Cashiers FD

October 18 – Cherryville Fire and Rescue

Joey Davis gave a brief website update.

The Nominating Committee presented the slate of officers for 2006.  With no other nominations from the floor, the following officers were elected by acclamation and will be installed at the meeting in Mill Spring:

President – Joey Webb – Clyde Fire Department

First VP – Pete Hathcock – Franklin Fire & Rescue

Second VP – Jimmy Hensley – Grover VFD

Past President – Winfield Abee

Treasurer – Dean Coward

Secretary – Joey Davis

Lara Feinberg and Stan Cogdill gave a moving presentation on Families for Roadside Safety and the new Move Over law.  A motion was made to become a corporate sponsor for this organization and donate $500 at the January meeting in accordance with the Association By-Laws.  This motion passed and will be acted on at the January meeting. The Association also challenged the Piedmont Association and Eastern Association to match this donation.

Winfield Abee gave thanks for the support during his service as President of the Association and asked that the membership consider him for NCSFA board in 2007.

A motion was made to donate the WNCAFF’s share of the 50/50 drawing to the Families for Roadside Safety, and the motion passed.

Captain Bobby King of the Kings Mountain Fire Department won the 50/50 drawing and donated his share ($80) to the Families for Roadside Safety.

Door prizes donated by KMFD, MES/Action Fire and Safety, and Akron Brass were awarded.

With no further business, the final meeting of 2005 was adjourned with the banging of the President’s gavel.

There were 52 people in attendance at this meeting.

2004
MINUTES OF THE WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF FIREFIGHTERS

January 21, 2004 Minutes 

The meeting was held in Cherryville hosted by Cherryville Fire Department and Chief Jeff Cash.  

President Richard Sales opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 

Dr. Vince Heafner, Chaplain of the Cherryville Fire Department gave the invocation. 

Meal served. 

President Sales thanked Chief Cash for the fine meal and thanked the Cherryville Fire Department for donating the meal. 

Lisa Pressley stated that minutes from the October 15th meeting were mailed and asked if there were any changes.  Chief Wes Green made a motion to accept the minutes as mailed, second by Chief Kevin Mundy.  Motion carried. 

Dean Coward presented the treasurer’s report.  Currently there are 256 members and 6 vendors. 

Chief Reggie Hassler made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented, second by Chief Frank Burns.  Motion carried. 

All vendors present were recognized.  Present was Craig Budzinski of American LaFrance. 

The membership committee thanked all members of the association for their support.  The next meeting will be held on April 21, 2004 at the Cleveland Community College with a K-9 training presentation. 

President Sales displayed a plaque for Past President Keith Owens.  Keith was not present however it would be delivered to him.  Richard Sales introduced the new WNCAFF Board for 2004. 

Jeff Cash gave an update on the NCSFA.  He stated that a breakfast would be held in Raleigh on January 22nd to recognize Congressman Bob Etheridge for his work on the Hometown Heroes bill.  Gateway will be held February 3-5 at the mid-winter conference at Sunset Beach.  The annual conference will be held in Greensboro August 24-28.  The National Volunteer Fire Council will be in Asheville this coming October.  Roland Hamrick gave an update on the NCAFC and reminded everyone about the mid-winter conference. 

Richard Sales spoke about the upcoming position on next year’s NCSFA and NCAFC board and asked that anyone interested serving in either of these positions please send a letter to the association by April 1. 

New Business – Chief Roland Hamrick presented the WNCAFF Firefighter of the Year to Scott Burnett of the Asheville Fire Department.  Scott also serves as Chief of the Mills River Fire Department.  Chief Hamrick presented the WNCAFF Officer of the Year to Chief Davie Summey of the Cedar Mountain Fire Department.  Chief Frank Burns talked about the WNCAFF website for upcoming training. 

Announcements:  NC will be hosting the World Burn Conference in October.  Help and sponsorship are needed. 

The NC Fire & Life Safety conference was held this past week in Asheville and they had the largest number of people ever registered and had a great conference. 

A 50/50 drawing was held. 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

WNCAFF FINANCIAL REPORT 

Balance as of October 15, 2003 - $15,303.81 

Dues:                                        $30.00

Interest:                                    $  9.68

50/50 Drawing:             $       0

Shirts/Hats                                $80.00

Total                                        $119.68
Balance                                    $15,423.49      

Expenses 

October Meal                          $116.10

Postage                                    $920.19

Donations                                 $300.00

Awards                                    $348.93
Total                                        $1685.22

 

BALANCE AS OF JANUARY 21, 2004 $13,738.27

WNCAFF Minutes of July 17, 2004

 

The meeting was held at Jonathan Creek FD.  President Richard Sales called the meeting to order.  Reverend Jason Ledford, Chaplain of the Jonathan Creek FD gave the invocation.

 

Meal served.

 

President Sales thanked the JCFD for hosting the meeting and providing an excellent meal.

 

Lisa Presley stated that the minutes from the April 21, 2004 meeting were mailed and asked if there were any questions.  Chief Roland Hamrick made a motion to accept the minutes as mailed, second by Chief Reggie Hassler.  Motion carried.

 

Dean Coward presented the treasurer’s report.  Chief Kevin Mundy made motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented, second by Chief Dennis Presley.  Motion carried.

 

Richard Sales announced a list of vendors present and thanked them for their support:  Craig Budzinski from American LaFrance, Anchor-Richey EVS and the LGCU.  Richard asked Chief Jeff Cash and Chief Roland Hamrick to give an update on the state associations.  Ryan Cole gave an update from the Western Association of Fire & Life Safety Educators.

 

Second VP Joey Webb gave an update on upcoming meetings.  The next meeting will be October 20 – Balsam-Willits FD, January 19, 2005 in Mooresville, April 20 at Skyland FD.

 

Dean Coward held a drawing for the 3 $500 scholarships.  The winners are:  Timothy Price – Hudson FD, Deidre Ramsey – Saw Mill FD and Stephanie Dyer – Fall Creek FD.

 

New business:  Chief Dennis Presley asked the association to explore the idea of paying for meals for those who attended the quarterly meetings and a discussion followed on how to bring the attendance up at meetings.

 

Chief Jeff Cash asked the association in April for a donation to the National Volunteer Fire Council conference in October.  At the April meeting Chief Reggie Hassler made this recommendation of $1000.00.  Chief Hassler made a motion to approve $1000 for this conference, second by Chief Dennis Presley.  Motion carried.

 

First VP Winfield Abee introduced NC SBI agent Van Shaw who presented an excellent program on drug labs.

 

A 50/50 drawing was held.

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

 

 

 

WNCAFF Financial Report

 

Balance as of April 21, 2004 - $17,363.82

 

Dues:                                        $160.00

Interest:                                        $8.69

50/50 Drawing:                 $0.00

T-Shirts                                      $40.00

Total                                        $208.69

_______________________________

Balance                               $17,572.51

 

Expenses:

Meals                                       $525.00

Receipts                                  ($341.00)

__________________________________

Total                                        $184.00

Balance                              $17,388.51

 

Balance as of July 21, 2004 - $17,388.51

MINUTES OF THE WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF FIREFIGHTERS

April 16, 2003

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by President Keith Owens.  Jake Whisnant gave the invocation.

The meal was served by Lovelady Fire Dept, and was very good.

President Owens asked if there were any changes to the October minutes.  Reggie Hassler made a motion to approve minutes as mailed, second by Mark McCurry.  Motion carried.

Treasurer Dean Coward presented the Treasurer's Report.  David Wall made a motion to approve treasurer's report, second by Kevin Munday.  Motion carried.  

As of this date membership is 269 - 263 departments, 6 vendors.

President Owens suggested that our conference be moved to October.  After some discussion this suggestion was tabled.

President Owens presented Jake Whisnant with an award for his service to the Western Association for the year 2002.  Jake Whisnant presented the Firefighter of the Year to Matthew Boone and Officer of the Year to Jeff Cardwell.

Paul Miller, Executive Secretary of the NCSFA was present.  Listed below are the topics Paul reviewed:

Local Government Credit Union
Check website for legislative actions
Rosters are available online
Gateway is September 18 & 19 2003
NC State Conference August 14-16
Fire College October 21-26 at Gaston College.

Ken Briscoe listed several training opportunities, check DOI website.  The Fire Academy weekend is November 7-9.

Anchor-Richey was present and showing various equipment.

A 50/50 drawing was held.

With no further business, 1st VP Richard Sales made a motion to close the meeting, second by Dean Coward.  Motion carried.

MINUTES OF THE WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF FIREFIGHTERS

July 16, 2003

The meeting was held at Camp Yonanoka Dining Hall hosted by Avery County Firefighters Association and the Boone Fire Department.

President Keith Owens opened the meeting.

Jeff Cash gave the invocation.

Lisa Presley stated that minutes from the April 16th meeting were mailed and asked if there were any changes.  Chief Joey Webb made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed, second by Chief Reggie Hassler.  Motion carried.

Jeff Cash introduced members from the Local Government Credit Union who gave a presentation on the NCSFA debit card.

Joey Webb introduced Lara Feinburg who gave a presentation on Families for Roadside Safety.  This is a program to help protect State Troopers and other emergency workers on our interstate systems.

The October meeting will be announced at a later date.

Three $500 scholarships were drawn and given to the following:  Frank Glen - Beaverdam Fire Dept., Quentin Cash - Cherryville Fire Dept., Scott Burnette - Asheville Fire Dept.

Jeff Cash gave an update on the NCSFA annual conference on August 14 - 16 in Charlotte.

President Owens asked the nominating committee for their nominations for officers at the meeting in October.  

The next Gateway meeting will be held September 18-20 in Burlington.

A 50/50 drawing was held.

With no other business Chief Dennis Presley made a motion to close the meeting, second by Richard Sales.  Motion carried.

MINUTES OF THE WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF FIREFIGHTERS

Minutes of October 15, 2003 

The meeting was held at Reynolds Fire Department hosted by Chief Bud Sales.  Vice President Richard Sales opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  The invocation was given.  Lisa Presley stated that the minutes from the July 16 meeting were mailed and asked if there were any changes.  Chief Richard Sales made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed, second by Chief Kevin Mundy.  Motion carried.  Dean Coward presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Chief Reggie Hassler made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented, second by Chief Frank Burns.  Motion carried. 

All vendors present were recognized.  Present were Anchor-Richie, American LaFrance, and United Financial. 

VP Sales talked about having regional meetings in the western district to promote the association.  Richard Sales asked Chief Dennis Presley from the nominating committee for their nominations of officers for next year: 

Keith Owens – Past President

Richard Sales – President

Winfield Abee – Vice President

Joey Webb – 1st Vice President

Lisa Presley – Secretary

Dean Coward – Treasurer 

With no nominations from the floor the officers were elected by acclamation. 

Robert Griffin gave an update on the NCSFA.  Roland Hamrick gave an update on the NCAFC.  Richard Sales spoke about the upcoming position on next year’s NCSFA board.  Roland Hamrick also reminded everyone to send in their nominations for firefighter and officer of the year. 

New Business: 

Robert Griffin stated that a team from Asheville Fire Department would be competing in the national combat challenge and needed some help financially.  Reggie Hassler made a motion to donate $300 to the Asheville combat challenge team, second by Roland Hamrick.  Motion carried. 

Bill Ammons from United Financial made a presentation. 

Eric Barnwell from the Buncombe USAR team gave an update on the team. 

A 50/50 drawing was held. 

Chief Frank Burns made a motion to donate the association’s part of the 50/50 to the Asheville combat team, second by Craig Budzinski.  Motion carried. 

With no further business the meeting was adjourned.

2002

JANUARY 19, 2002 
President Don Gash called the meeting to order. 

Randy Church, Chief of the Lenoir Fire Department welcomed everyone.  Randy introduced Mayor of Lenoir David Barlow.  He thanked all Fire Departments for all that they do for this State. 

The Invocation was given by Chaplain Eric Davis 

A fine meal was served. 

President Don Gash introduced the incoming 2002 President Jake Whisnant. 

President Jake Whisnant introduced the WNCAFF 2002 officers. 

President – Jake Whisnant, 1st VP – Keith Owens, 2nd VP – Richard Sales,
Secretary – Lisa Presley, Treasurer – Dean Coward, Chaplain – Eric Davis,
Past President – Don Gash 

Jake recognized sponsors and vendors for their assistance in the 2002 conference:  Action Fire & Safety, Stevens Fire Equipment, Westside Specialty, Coastal Benefits, Stewart Cooper Architects, Scott Garner Architect. 

Jake recognized Keith Owens for a job well done on the conference and presented him with a plaque of appreciation.  He also thanked the caterers for a wonderful meal. 

Secretary Lisa Presley stated that the minutes were mailed from the October meeting and asked if there were any questions and changes.  Richard Sales made a motion to accept the minutes as presented, second by Roland Hamrick.  Motion carried. 

Jake recognized Lisa Presley and presented her with a desk clock from the Association in appreciation for her work as Secretary. 

Treasurer Dean Coward presented the Treasurer’s report. 

Don Gash made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented, second by Johnnie Caldwell.  Motion carried. 

Jake recognized Dean Coward and presented him with a desk clock from the Association in appreciation for his work and many years as Treasurer. 

2nd Vice President Richard Sales gave the 2002 meeting schedule.

April 17th – Catawba County Fire Museum

July 17th – Kings Mountain Fire Department Station 2

October 16th – Mooresville Fire Department

Davie Summey, chairman of the conference golf tournament, gave the awards for this year’s tournament at County Acres.

First Place:  Roland Hamrick and team

Second Place:  Frank Burns and team

Third Place:  Davie Summey and team 

Chief Roland Hamrick, chairman of the Officer of the Year and Firefighter of the Year committee presented awards to the following:

Captain Roy Brian of the Hendersonville Fire Department – Officer of the Year 2001
Erskin Smith of the Mooresville Fire Department – Firefighter of the Year 2001
 NCSFA NEWS
Jake reminded everyone of the Mid-winter conference beginning February 22nd at Kill Devil Hills. 

Jake stated that Paul Miller asked to pass along that Gail Joyner retired on December 31st from the NCSFA.

Ken Briscoe of the OSFM announced that training records were now online and also gave an update on future training requirements. 

Old Business:  Nothing to report 

New Business:  Jake Whisnant asked everyone to support and get involved with the many 2002 committees. 

Program:  Jake introduced Chaplain Eric Davis for the program.  Chaplain Davis presented a program on “The Fire Chaplain.” 

A 50/50 drawing was held. 

Next meeting will be April 17th at Catawba County Fire Museum 

With no other business Dennis Presley made a motion to adjourn, second by Richard Sales.  Motion carried. 

DEPARTMENTS IN ATTENDANCE:  Balsam, Cedar Mountain, Collettsville, Etowah-Horse Shoe, Franklin, Gamewell, Grace Chapel, Hendersonville, Kings Mountain, Lenoir, Mooresville, Reynolds, Shelby, Skyland 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS OF 10-17-01

 

Balance as of 10-17-01                                                                     $13,156.85

 

Receipts:

            Interest                                     $33.01

            50/50                                       $57.00

                                                                                                   $       90.01

 

Expenses:

            Meals                                       $57.00

            Postage/Printing                        356.85

            Mid-Atl Fire Comm Conf.            500.00

            Gateway Conf. Fees                 180.00

            Awards                                    281.91

 

                                                                                        1,375.76

 

Balance                                                                                                $11,871.10
 

1st Vice President Keith Owens called the meeting to order.  Keith wanted to thank Eric Hall and the Catawba County Firefighters Association for hosting the meeting.  Everyone needs the visit this Museum, very interesting.    

A copy of the minutes were mailed out to all members.  Joey Webb made a motion to accept the Secretary’s report, second by Steve King.  Motion carried.    

The drawing for the WNCAFF Scholarships will be at the July Meeting.  

Chief Hassler wanted to mention to everyone to be sure that your rosters have been turned into  the NCSFA so that all Firefighters are covered.    

Davie Summey with OSFM said that for the inspections for this year, if your not on the list they probably would not get to you this year.  

If there is anyone who would like something put on our Web-Site, they need to contact Joey, at Kings Mountain FD. 

Old Business: Nothing 

New Business: Four Season’s Fire College is the 1st week-end in May.  Catawba County Firefighters Association is sponsoring a Golf Tournament May 17, 2002.  Oak Grove has a Golf Tournament April 27, 2002.  

David Pruitt won the 50/50 drawing. 

David Pruitt explained about the Firefighter Museum and all the history behind it. 

The WNCAFF  Board would like to thank the caters, the food was excellent. 

 Motion by Steve King to adjourn, second by Kevin Mundy.  Motion carried. 

Next meeting will be held at the Kings Mountain Fire Department on July 17, 2002 and at this meeting the Board will have more information on the meeting in Moorseville. 

Departments in attendance: Boone, Bethlehem Community VFD, Cedar Mountain, Clyde, Claremont, Cooksville, Dana, Etowah-Horse Shoe, Gamewell, Kings Mountain, Marion, 

 Mill Spring, Reynolds, Skyland, Slagle Fire Equipment

Meeting Sponsored by Kings Mountain Fire Department
July 17, 2002

  

Board Members present:  Pres. Jake Whisnant, V.P. Keith Owens, 2nd V.P. Richard Sales, Secretary Lisa Presley.  

Chief Burns welcomed everyone and introduced Kings Mountain Mayor Rick Murphrey.  Chief Cash gave the invocation.  

President Jake Whisnant called the meeting to order and thanked Kings Mountain for their hospitality.  The meal was excellent and our thanks to all who put the meal together.  

Jake recognized all vendors present.  

Lisa Presley stated that everyone should have received the Secretary’s Report and asked if there were any questions.  

Reggie Hassler made a motion to accept the Secretary’s Report as written, second by Keith Owens.  Motion carried.  

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Dean Coward.  

Frank Burns made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented, second by Joey Webb.  Motion carried.  

Program Committee:  Richard Sales announced that information about our next meeting would be coming in the mail in the next few weeks.  

Scholarship Committee:  3 names were drawn and the winners are as follows:

$500 each:  William Zoellner and Heather Watson from Highlands Fire-Rescue and John Witherspoon from Skyland Fire-Rescue.  Congratulations to all three.

 Chief Reggie Hassler reminded everyone about the State conference coming up in August.  

Chief Jeff Cash, Past President of the Firemen’s Association, give information and location on the upcoming conference and golf tournament.  Chief Cash also had information about current pension fund bills.  

Phil Welch thanked Chief Jeff Cash for all his hard work as a Board Member for the NCSFA and he is very much appreciated.  

Ken Brisco thanked everyone for their support of the OSFM.  He also announced that the instructor conference will be in Asheville in 2003.  

Jake introduced Chuck Laughridge with Coastal Benefits and gave an update on benefits available to all members of the NCSFA.  He also reminded all departments to keep their roster up to date so that everyone would be covered.  

Program:  A presentation was made by the MDA.  

Also Chief Burns stated that the Kings Mountain Fire Dept. raised $2500 and what was made on tonight’s dinner would be going to the Jaycee Burn Center.

Chief Burns introduced Captain Tony Bateman from the Charlotte Fire Department who gave a presentation on State RRT-7.  

A 50/50 drawing was held.  

With no other business the meeting was adjourned.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Balance as of April 18, 2002                                                $16,277.53

Receipts:
Dues                        $170.00
Interest                     $  23.49
50/50 Drawing        $141.00
Golf Sponsors         $200.00
Conference Fees   $120.00
Total                         $654.49                                                 $16,932.02

Expenses:
Board Member meals      $24.00
Total                                    $24.00

Balance as of July 17, 2002                                                  $16,908.02

 

MINUTES OF THE WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF FIREFIGHTERS

Meeting sponsored by D.E.I.
October 16, 2002

Board Members Present:  President Jake Whisnant, VP Keith Owens, 2nd VP Richard Sales, Secretary Lisa Presley, Treasurer Dean Coward.  D.E.I. personnel presented a tour and an excellent meal.

President Whisnant called the meeting to order and thanked DEI for their hospitality.  The meal was excellent and our thanks goes to all who put the meal together.

President Whisnant presented helmets as tokens of our appreciation to DEI personnel and Teresa Earnhardt.

Frank Burns, Chairman of the Nominating Committee nominated Winfield Abee for 2nd VP, Richard Sales for VP, Lisa Presley for Secretary, Dean Coward for Treasurer, and Eric Davis for Chaplain.  With no nominations from the floor these officers were elected by acclamation.

Paul Miller gave an update on NCSFA and bills that are up for legislation.

Steve Sloan gave an update on Gateway 2002 and asked everyone to check it out on the NCSFA website.

Jeff Cash gave an update on the National Volunteer Fire Council.

Ken Brisco gave an update from the OSFM.

Roland Hamrick spoke about the NCAFC's website and also reminded everyone to send in their nominations for Firefighter and Officer of the Year.

President Whisnant recognized the Board members from the NCSFA.

Dennis Presley thanked President Whisnant for the hard work that he had done for this meeting.

Door prizes were given out.

With no other business the meeting was adjourned.
2001

The January meeting of the WNCAFF was held at the Holiday Inn Sunspree, in Asheville. This was our first conference and it was a smash. Departments represented were: Asheville FD 2, Skyland FD 7, Cherryville FD 1, NCSFA 1, Coastal Benefits 1, OSFM 4, Grace Chapel FD 4, WCFMO 1, Gamewell FD 1, Shelby FD 1, Boone FD 2, Brevard FD 7, Hendersonville FD 3, Fletcher Fire Marshal's Office 1, Canton FD 1, Clyde FD 3, Barnardsville FD 6, Kings Mountain FD 3.
 
 President Craig Budzinski introduced Richard Sales, President of the Buncombe County Firefighter's Association. Richard welcomed everyone to our County and hoped everyone had enjoyed their stay. At this time President Budzinski turned the presidency over to Don Gash.
 
 President Gash presented President Budzinski with a President's Plaque, and thanked Craig for everything he has done for the Association. President Gash asked Chaplain Eric Davis to give the invocation. The meal was a buffet type meal and everyone seemed to enjoyed.
 
 President Gash introduced the Association's 2001 officers.
 
 President Gash introduced 1st VP Jake Whisnant. Jake introduced some special guests: President of the Firefighter's Association Jeff Cash, Paul Miller Executive Secretary of the Firefighter's Association, Office of State Fire Marshal Larry Hughes, Gene Gladin, Davie Summey, and Steve Sloan.
 Jake stated that the Association would like to thank all our vendors who participated in the Conference without you this Conference would not have been a success. Jake presented Dennis and Lisa Presley with a gift certificate for their work towards the conference. Jake also stated that applications for the NCSFA scholarships must be turned in no later than 3-15-01.
 Also Jake asked everyone to fill out a conference questionnaire, this will give us good feed back for next year.
 
 Secretary Lisa Presley presented the Secretary's report. Reggie Hassler made a motion to accept the minutes as written, second by Roland Hamrick. Motion carried.
 
 Treasurer Dean Coward presented the Treasurer's report. Davie Summey made a motion to accept the Treasurer's report as presented, second by Richard Sales. Motion carried.
 
 Second VP Keith Owens presented the program schedule for 2001:
 April 18 - Clyde
 July 18 - Linville
 October 18 - Shelby
 
 Chief Roland Hamrick presented the 2000 Firefighter of the Year award to Gerald Grose from Brevard FD.
 The Officer of the Year was presented to Roger Maney, of Baranrdsville FD
 
 Old Business: Chief Frank Burns presented Joey Davis with an award for the design of the Western Association's web site.
 Frank asked everyone to visit this site. Frank stated that he was partial but this is by far the most informative web site he had seen and thanked Joey for all his work. www.wncaff.com
 
 Davie Summey stated that there were a few brave souls to play in the golf tournament. The weather was cold, blowing snow, raining and during all of this everyone finished. 1st place winners were Roland Hamrick, Wayne Bailey and Doug Sims. Good job guys!
 
 NC State Firemen's President Jeff Cash thanked everyone for their hard work for this conference. Jeff stated that during his first 6 months of office the association had worked very hard for us. A thanks to each of the State association members for their work. Jeff introduced the following members that were present:
 1st VP Steve Sloan, Western Director Robert Griffin, Benefits Director Chuck Laughridge, and Executive Secretary Paul Miller.
 Jeff introduced Paul Miller who gave some remarks. Paul asked to please send in your rosters and scholarship applications to the State office. These 2 items are very important, especially the rosters - this is where our benefits come from. Our State conference is being held in Greensboro August 7-11. The 7th and 8th is the golf tournament. Fire College is June 7-10 in Wake County. Paul stated that those who were interested could buy back time for the Pension Fund. Paul also stated that there will be another Gateway conference March 30 and 31 in Raleigh. This is one of his dreams to bring all state personnel together for a common goal.
 
 President of the NC Fire Chief's Association Reggie Hassler mentioned that the Gateway Task Force is making great progress. Reggie introduced his wife and Board members: Roland Hamrick and Davie Summey. Reggie stated that the mid-winter conference was at Wrightsville Beach February 2-4.
 Chuck Laughridge, Benefits Coordinator, made some remarks and stated that the association now has great benefits, even now for heart attacks, and stressed again to make sure our rosters have been turned in to Paul Miller's office.
 
 President Don Gash introduced our Guest Speaker, Marvin Lancaster. Marvin works for Hendersonville FD and gave a program on organ donation in memory of Sam Morgan, who passed away in July and also worked for Hendersonville FD. Marvin's goal is to get as many organ donors as possible. Marvin stated that this is much needed and that there could be so many lives saved.
 
 President Gash asked for any comments from the floor.
 
 Roland Hamrick made a motion to adjourn, second by Dennis Presley. Motion carried.

President Don Gash called the meeting to order and thanked Clyde Fire Department for hosting the meeting.
 
 President Don Gash welcomed all of our guests and asked for the invocation and the meal was served.
 
 Treasurer Dean Coward gave report on Conference Fees, membership, and t-shirts.
 
 Chief Roland Hamrick gave a report on the Awards Committee.
 
 President Jeff Cash updated on Gateway.
 
 Paul Miller spoke about "Flame Spread" newsletter, Benefits Summit Report, Burn Center, Organ Donation, Fireman of the Year and a legislative report.
 
 President Don Gash asked for endoresments for the Burn Center and Organ Donor Program.
 
 Chief Reggie Hassler updated everyone on the Mid-Winter Conference.
 
 Chief Frank Burns updated the membership on the WNCAFF Website.
 
 Chief Roland Hamrick asked for letter to be drafted to Legislator Gene Arnold to show appreciation for his work in helping our fire departments.
 
 Program: Mission's Helicopter "MAMA SCENE TEAM."
 
 President Don Gash adjourned the meeting.

Meeting Sponsored by Linville FD
At Camp Yonanoka Dining Hall
July 18, 2001 

Board Members Present:  President Don Gash, 2nd VP Keith Owens, Secretary Lisa Presley 

President Don Gash called the meeting to order and thanked Linville FD for their hospitality.  The invocation was given and supper was served.  The meal was excellent and our thanks goes to all who put the meal together.

 Kenny McFee, President of the Avery County Fireman’s Association thanked everyone for coming.

Steve Sloan, from the State Fireman’s Association gave a presentation about the Gateway Conference.

 Frank Burns made a motion to accept the secretary’s report as written, second by Roland Hamrick.  Motion carried. 

The treasurer’s report will be given at the next meeting, Dean Coward had car trouble and was unable to be at the meeting.

 Our membership stands at:  218 members, 10 vendors

 Program Committee:  Keith Owens announced our next meeting will be in Shelby on October 17, 2001

 Scholarship Committee:  42 applications were received for this year’s scholarship.  Two names were drawn and the winners are as follows:

$500 each:  Anthony Jones – Edneyville Fire Dept., Lauren Nix – Blue Ridge Fire Dept.  Congratulations to both!

 Awards Committee:  Chief Roland Hamrick asked everyone to look at our web page for upcoming awards:  www.wncaff.com
 Chief Reggie Hassler, President of the Chief’s Association introduced Lee Barbie, which is the incoming President of the Fire Chief’s Association.

 Chief Jeff Cash, President of the Firemen’s Association introduced Steve Sloan as the incoming President of the Firemen’s Association.  Jeff Cash reminded everyone about the State Conference which will be in Greensboro on August 9-12 and an important reminder that the Relief Fund reports are due back to the State by October 1, 2001.  The NC Burn Center will have its kick-off campaign at the conference in Greensboro. 

Old business:  Chief Dennis Presley made a motion for the WNCAFF to support Gateway 2002, second by Keith Owens.  Motion carried.

 Chief Frank Burns nominated Chief Reggie Hassler for the Western Director for the State Fireman’s Association.  Chief Dennis Presley made a motion to appoint Chief Reggie Hassler as the Western Director, second by Chief Jeff Cash.  Motion carried.

 Program:  Aaron Krauss from Skyland Fire Department gave a presentation on Skyland’s Awards Recognition Program.

 Chuck Laughridge from Coastal Benefits Group spoke on getting our relief fund monies working for us.  Also Chuck won the 50/50 drawing and donated $107.00 to the NC Burn Center.

 Also Chief Frank Burns wanted to mention the upcoming Mid-Atlantic Fire Commissioner 24th Annual Conference in Asheville on November 17-20, 2001.  We need to help support this conference.  More action will be taken in the next meeting.

 Thank you Avery County for all your hospitality.

 Chief Dennis Presley made a motion to adjourn, second by Richard Sales.  Motion carried.

 Attendance:
AF Insurance 1, Fall Creek FD 1, Area 1 Coordinator 1, Forest City FD 2, Avery County Fire Marshal’s Office 2, Green Valley FD 3, BMVFD 1, Kings Mountain FD 3, Banner Elk FD 1, LVFD 2, Barnardsville FD 2, Laurel FD 1, Beech Mountain FD 15, Linville FD 2, Boone 1, Lovelady FD 5, Burnsville FD 6, Mars Hill FD 2, CVFD 1, Maryland Community College 2, Caldwell Co. Fire Marshal 1, NCAFC 2, Cherry Mtn FD 3, NCSFA/OSFM, Clayton (NCAFC) 1, Newland 5, Clyde FD 4, Parkway VFD 3, Reynolds FD 1, Coastal Benefits Group 1, Shelby FD 1, Cove Creek FD 1, Skyland FD 3, Crossnore VFD 2, Stevens Fire Equipment 1, EPVFD 1, VFIS 1, Watauga Co. Fire Marshal 1, Zionville VFD 2

MINUTES OF THE WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF FIREFIGHTERS
Shelby Fire Department
Station #3 October 17, 2001

Board members present:  President Don Gash, VP Jake Whisnant, 2nd VP Keith Owens, Treasurer Dean Coward, Secretary Lisa Presley and Chaplain Eric Davis.

 Chaplain Eric Davis gave the invocation.

 Chief Roland Hamrick welcomed everyone and introduced Shelby’s EMS Director, Joe Lord.

1st VP Jake Whisnant wanted to thank Shelby’s Police Chief Charlie VanHoy for preparing an excellent meal.  Jake also introduced Chief Wesley Greene of Mooresville, and recognized past NCSFA President Mark McCurry.

 Vendors that were present:  Steve King – Slagle’s, C.W. Williams – E-One, and Charlotte Fire Equipment.

 Motion by Richard Sales to accept the minutes as mailed, second by Frank Burns.  Motion carried.

 Treasurer Dean Coward presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Motion by Reggie Hassler to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented, second by Jeff Cash.  Motion carried.

Balance:            4-18-01                                                                    $15,076.55

Receipts:

            Interest Earned             $121.32

            Dues                            $180.00

            Shirts                           $380.00

            Split-the-pot                 $316.00
                                                                                                      $     997.32
                                                                                                                                                                                                       $16,073.87

 

Expenses:

            Postage/Printing                       $   394.79

            Awards                                    $   254.88

            Golf/T-Shirts                            $1,140.35

            Meals                                       $     28.00

            Scholarships                             $1,000.00

            Website Fees                          $     99.00
                                                          $2,917.02
 

Balance            10-17-01                                                                    $13,156.85

 

2nd VP Keith Owens updated everyone on the 2002 Conference which will be held in Lenoir on January 18th and 19th 2002.  Enclosed there is a registration form and hotel information.

Chief Roland Hamrick asked everyone to please send in nominations for Firefighter and Officer of the year so that they could have a good selection. 

Chief Reggie Hassler, President of the Chief’s Association, announced that the Mid-Winter Conference would be February 22 and 23, 2002 in Dare County. 

President of the Firefighter’s Association Jeff Cash spoke about the Gateway II meeting and said more information would be on the internet. 

Wayne Bailey, NCDOI, spoke on behalf of the JC Burn Center.  He asked the association to support the center for all the good work they do.  The Mid-Atlantic Fire Commission Conference will be November 11-14.  See Wayne Bailey for more information.  Frank Burns made a motion to donate $500.00 in support of the conference, second by Eric Davis.  Motion carried. 

Chief Burns wanted everyone to be sure to visit our website www.wncaff.com 

Chief Presley, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, nominated Deputy Chief Richard Sales from Reynolds Fire Department as the 2nd Vice President.  With no further nominations, Frank Burns made a motion to close the nominations.  Chief Presley made a motion to accept Richard Sales as the new upcoming 2nd Vice President, second by Roland Hamrick.  Motion carried. 

Bobby Compton, Fire Marshal from Marysville FD won the 50/50 drawing. 

Jake Whisnant wanted to thank Don Gash for his leadership of the past year as President of the Western Association. 

Don’t forget the Conference coming up January 18 and 19 in Lenoir, NC. 

Chief Hamick made a motion to adjourn, second by Chief Dennis Presley. 

Attendance:  Area 1 Coordinator: 1, Balsam 1, Barnardsville FD 1, Boone FD 1, CW Williams 1, Cedar Mtn VFD 1, Charlotte Equipment Sales 1, Cherryville FD 1, E-One 1, Forest City FD 2, Grover FD 1, Kings Mountain FD 2, Lovelady FD 2, MSFM 1, Marion 1, Mars Hill FD 1, Mill Spring 3, Marysville FD 2, Mtn. Vol. Fire & Rescue 2, NC OSFM 1, Reynolds FD 1, Shelby FD 4, Skyland FD 2, Slagle’s 1

 

2000

The July meeting of the Western North Carolina Association of Firefighters was held at the Lowe's Motor Speedway, sponsored by Concord Fire Department.
 
 Members in Attendance: Asheville 5, Skyland 3, Reynolds 3, Concord 15, Farmville 4, Harrisburg 3, Ahoskie FD/NCSFA 3, Snow Hill 1, Mt. Airey 2, Lovelady 5, Cliff Emerick UL 1, Mill Spring 5, Catawba County Fire Marshal's Office 2, NC Office State Fire Marshal 2, Greensboro 2, Shelby 1, Boone 1, Etowah-Horse Shoe 1, Balsam-Willet 1, Saluda 3, Kings Mountain 6, Rutherfordton 2, Cherry Mountain 1, Cherryville 4, Union Road 1. Total in attendance 77.
 
 President Craig Budzinski called the meeting to order and the invocation was given by Jeff Cash.
 
 Lisa Presley presented the secretary's report. Motion from Reggie Hassler to accept the minutes as written, second by Phil Welch. Motion carried.
 
 1st Vice President Don Gash reported that the membership was at 261.
 
 Treasurer Dean Coward presented the Treasurer's Report. Jeff Cash made a motion to accept the Treasurer's Report, second by Roland Hamrick. Motion carried.
 
 President Craig Budzinski reported comments from the June 22, 2000 Board Meeting.
 
 There are 2 excellent people running for the NC State Firemen's Association Treasurer's position: Bobby Joyner and Paul Brooks.
 
 Chief Frank Burns reported that the WNCAFF web page will be online soon.
 
 Chief Hamrick: Application for Firefighter and Officer of the Year will be going out in the fall. The applications need to be back December 1, 2000. More information will follow.
 
 Our first annual WNCAFF Conference will be at the Holiday Inn Sunspree, in Asheville. The dates for this are January 12 and 13. More info to come.
 
 Ron Silvers made a motion to donate $500 to the Strickland Family, second by Johnnie Caldwell. Motion carried.
 
 New Business: President Budzinski charged the nominee committee to recommend a slate of officers for the year 2001 for the October meeting.
 
 Paul Miller was present and updated the Association on several items of interest as follows.
 New benefits sheet enclosed and 2002 dues are going up to $10 per person to cover our new benefits.
 Legislation has agreed to offer an Open Door Policy for Pension Fund members. You will be getting information in the mail for this.
 Fire Marshals are allowed to be members of the Pension Fund.
 DOI will be the new fire insurance inspecting agency, replacing ISO, effective July 1, 2000.
 NC State Firemen's Conference is coming up in August.
 
 Chuck Laughridge, from Coastal Benefits Group was present to answer any questions.
 
 John Baker from Farmville was present and asking for support for Bobby Joyner, in the upcoming election of Treasurer fro the NCSFA and Bobby Joyner also asked for everyone's support and also thanked everyone for their help during the floods.
 
 Paul Brooks was present and is also running for Treasurer for the NCSFA and asking for everyone's support.
 
 Secretary Dean Coward held the drawing for the Scholarships. He announced that applications had gone up from 8 applications last year to 48 this year. The two winners were Kelly L. Wilkes, Cullowhee Vol. Fire Dept. and Rieley B. Bennett from Skyland Fire Dept. Congratulations!
 
 Reggie Hassler from the NC Chief's Association asked everyone to look over their new website at www.ncafc.com
 
 The program was the collapse of the bridge at Lowe's Motor Speedway. Very good program.
 
 The next meeting will be at Gamewell Fire Department October 18, 2000.
 
 Chief Roland Hamrick made a motion to adjourn, second by Don Gash. Motion carried.

The October meeting of the Western North Carolina Association of Firefighters was held at Gamewell Fire Department. Departments represented were: Mill Spring 4, Saluda 2, Cooksville 2, Lovelady 7, Little River 1, Gamewell 5, Valmead 1, Shelby 3, NCSFA 1, Vol. Safety Workers' Comp. Fund 1, Underwriters Lab 1, Kings Mtn. 1, Stevens Fire Equip. 3, Area I Coordinator 1, Collettsville 5, Boone 1, Balsam 1, NC Assoc. Fire Chiefs 1, Skyland 1, Reynolds 2, Cherryville 4, Hugh's Pond 1, Bethlehem 5, Clyde 3, Yadkin Valley 1, Etowah Horse Shoe 2, NC Forest Service 4.
 
 President Craig Budzinski called the meeting to order and invocation was given by Reverend Davis.
 
 Lisa Presley presented the Secretary's Report. Frank Burns made a motion to accept the minutes as written, second by Dennis Presley. Motion carried.
 
 Treasurer Dean Coward presented the Treasurer's Report. Ron Silver made a motion to accept the Treasurer's Report, second by Richard Sales. Motion carried. Copy of financial statement was made part of the minutes.
 
 1st Vice President Don Gash reported that our membership consists of 258 Fire Departments and 7 vendors.
 
 2nd Vice President Jake Whisnant thanked Gamewell Fire Dept. for hosting the meeting and the delicious dinner. The next meetings will be:
 January 12-13, 2001 Conference Holiday Inn Sunspree
 April 18, 2001 Clyde
 July 18, 2001 Linville
 October 18, 2001 Shelby
 
 President Budzinski presented the nominating committee: Reggie Hassler, Frank Burns, Roland Hamrick and Dennis Presley. Their recommendation for the year 2001 are: Don Gash for President, Jake Whisnant 1st Vice President, Keith Owens 2nd Vice President, Lisa Presley Secretary, Dean Coward Treasurer, Eric Davis Chaplain. The floor was opened for nominations, and with no other nominations, Chris Poole made a motion to close the nominations and accept as presented, 2nd by Mike Hill. Motion carried.
 
 Chief Roland Hamrick reminded everyone to get their application in for the Firefighter of the Year and Officer of the Year.
 
 Old Business: President Budzinski wanted to thank Frank Burns for the really good job he has done on getting our web site up and running. If anyone has any training they want to get on the site contact Chief Burns. The address for the website is WNCAFF.com.
 
 New Business: Keith Owens made a motion to present a plaque to Bobby Joyner for all his many years of service on the Board of the NC State Firemen's Association as Treasurer, 2nd by Jerry Stevens. Motion carried.
 
 Chief Reggie Hassler, President of the Fire Chief's Association, said that they had their Gateway conference and it was a big success. The purpose of this conference was to unite the fire service as one, and the outcome was very positive.
 
 Two programs were presented: first from Mike Hill on NC Volunteer Safety Workers Compensation Fund. This program was a very informative program. If anyone has any questions regarding benefits you need to contact Mike at 888-240-9797 toll free. Our second program was given by the Forest Service's pilots, this was also very interesting. The aircraft are based in Hickory and if we ever need them they are available to us, be we have to go through the proper channels.
 
 A 50/50 drawing was held and we still have lots of hats and shirts for sale.
 Bill Cunningham made a motion to adjourn, second by Roland Hamrick. Motion carried.
 
 DON'T FORGET THE CONFERENCE AT THE HOLIDAY INN SUNSPREE, IN ASHEVILLE, JANUARY 12-13, 2001. TO MAKE YOUR HOTEL RESERVATIONS CALL 1-800-733-3211 AND ASK FOR CONFERENCE SPECIAL RATE.
