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Shelby Parks and Recreation (Hosted by Shelby Fire Department

April 21, 2010
18:34 – President Tommy Blanton called quarterly meeting of WNCAFF to order. Chief William Hunt, Shelby Fire Department gave association an official welcome to Shelby NC. Chief Hunt was assisted with the welcome by Mayor Ted Alexander. Mayor Alexander asked association to recognize the Shelby Parks and Recreation Staff for their hard work in setting up the meeting. Chief Hunt recognized County Manager David Dear.

Invocation was given by Chief Jeff Cash, Cherryville Fire Department.
18:43 - 
Meeting was adjourned for the meal. Meal provided by Smoke on the Square Catering and was sponsored by MES – Charlotte.
19:31 – President Blanton brought the meeting back to order.
19:34 – Secretary Report read by Secretary Anthony Penland. 

Treasure Report read by Treasure Dean Coward. 
Motion was made by Chief Joey Webb to accept both the secretary and treasurer reports as read, 2nd by Chief Ken Briscoe. Motion Passed.
19:38 – Agency Reports were given by the respective state agencies present at the meeting:

NCSFA – Treasure Dean Coward. Annual Conference will be held in Raleigh August 11-
14, 2010. Randolph Mantooth (Johnny Cage) will be guest speaker at this year’s 
conference. June 1, 2010 is legislative day in Raleigh. NCSFA is asking for at least one 
representative from each of the legislative districts to join them in Raleigh to meet and 
speak with our representatives about upcoming issues that could affect the fire service. 
All will meet at the NCSFA office. NCSFA web-site has more information on this very 
special day. Scholarships were awarded the week of April 19. Award letters will go out 
this week. Reminder that dues will be increasing for association in 2011. Please prepare 
your budgets for this increase. Treasurer Coward gave association an overview of why 
the state board entered into an agreement to purchase a piece of real estate. All 
board 
members agreed that it make financial sense to purchase this real estate instead 
of 
continuing placing Executive Director in a hotel when he comes to Raleigh. 
Treasurer Coward wanted to dispel the rumors that have been going around. Due 
increase has nothing to do with real estate purchase and all board members 
supported the decision
NCAFC – Chief Frank Burns. Executive Officer class will be coming in September. NCAFC
 board meeting to be held in Lenoir in conjunction with Chief 101 class May 14 and 15. Annual conference to be held along with NCSFA in August. 2011 Chief’s Mid Winter will be held in Concord NC February 4 and 5.


NVFC – Chief Jeff Cash. Not a lot of legislative activity to report. Please go to 
www.nvfc.org to get legislative details. NVFC won the 2010 National Award for its BEST 
Program. With the allowance of dues to be collected for the NVFC via the NCSFA over 
8,000 members were added from NC. 10.00 due gets you membership into the NVFC as 
well as a 10,000 AD&D Insurance Policy.


OSFM – Davie Summey. Instructor conference will be held in Asheville May 5-8, 2010 at 
the Crowne Plaza Resort. Inspections, OSFM realizes that they are behind in some of the 
inspections. They have went from 500 fire departments that were lower than a class 9 to 
over 1,100 fire departments in this state that are lower than a class 9.




NC Community College – Winfield Abee. Looks like fee waiver for continue education 
will not be a topic for the upcoming state budget. Ken Mullen will meet with Community 
College Presidents to discuss how important this fee waiver is to the fire departments. 
Community College just asking that you package your classes close together and please 
make sure that your people need the classes being offered. Don’t just have people sign 
roster so class 
can go on. Be looking for information about the NC weekend at the NFA 
in July. Looks like NC weekend will be the 3rd week of November 2010. Check 
Community College Web-Site for job openings. 29,000 new students enrolled in 
curriculum classes in the Community College System.



Haywood Community College – Tom Warwick. Please be looking for Fire and 


Rescue College that is coming soon.




Gaston College – Josh Crisp. A summer day time Firefighter II series is coming. 


Gaston is going to be running the TR series. Breathing school is full. If you are 


still interested please register and you will be placed on a waiting list. If you do 


not get in, your registration will be rolled to the next breathing school.



Cleveland CC – Jimmy Hensley. Firefighter Academy starts June 13, 2010. RIT 


School coming 1st week of June. Chemistry of Haz Mat class starts May 24, 


2010. Cleveland CC has fire car simulator, contact Jimmy Hensley if you would 


like to schedule a class.  



NCFS – Travis Buff. Forest Service brought people in from the East to assist with brush 
fires in the West. Fire prevention team came in to speak with homeowners about setting 
up Fire Wise Communities. BRIDGE program recommended in Governor Purdue’s 
budget. Mr. Buff met with legislatures about BRIDGE program and the words that were 
being said about the fire service in this state should make all of us proud. There is talk 
about possibly expanding the BRIDGE program and the letters that were written to our 
representatives by the fire service are going to be used as part of documentation to 
support the program.


NCEM – Mike Cook. Asking association to continue to stay on top of fee waiver issue. If 
proposed 7% cut comes for budget it might come up again. DPR 7, 8,9 rural 
representatives coming 
up for re-election. (DPR 9 will be May 10, DPR 8 will be May 19, 

No date on DPR 7). Lots of equipment coming to WNC through your respective DPR 
Regions. Please make sure that you stay up to date with your DPR committees. Search 
exercise that was held on the Biltmore Estate in Buncombe County was a huge 
success. Over 300 people participated 
in the weeklong event. 
2011 exercise 
will be 
held in March in Burke County.

NCFFF – Chief Joey Webb. North Carolina Fallen Firefighters Memorial will be held May 
1, 2010 in Raleigh. Foundation will be honoring 7 fallen firefighters at this year’s 
memorial. This is the first time that there will be 100% family participation of the fallen 
firefighters. Parade honoring the fallen will begin at 10:00 and will run through the streets 
of Raleigh. All departments that have experience a LODD can participate in the parade. 
Foundation still working National Fallen Firefighter on Project Roll Call. They are trying to 
indentify LODD prior to 1980. Please if your department has had someone die in the line 
of duty and has not been recognized at the memorial get in contact with NCFFF.
20:13 – Legislative Representation from WNC
Brett Keever a representative from Congressman Patrick McHenry addressed association to say that Emergency Services and the personnel that represent the Emergency Service is a big deal in Congressman McHenry’s office. If you need assistance please don’t hesitate to call upon the congressman.
Tim Moore, NC Representative from Cleveland County, addressed association to say thanks for support from fire service on BRIDGE program. Spoke on the fee waiver and said he could not imagine the adopting a state budget that would require firefighters to pay for the training that they receive. Please continue with your calls to legislatures and let them know how you feel.
20:18 – Quarterly Firefighter Recognition – Winfield Abee making presentation for Roger Hollifield and 
Chief Ken Briscoe.


April 2010 Recipient: Deputy Chief Terry Lail, Lovelady Fire Department.

20:22 – Old Business

1. Chief 101 Class will be held at Caldwell Community College on Friday May 14 and Saturday May 15. Friday’s class will be from 18:00 to 22:00. Saturday’s class will be from 08:00 to 17:00. Class is opened to all officers especially to those newly elected/appointed chiefs. More info on web-site www.wncaff.com 

2. Health & Safety Challenge: 5 Million Mile Walk “Saving Our On”. Boots Across NC is having some logistical issues on how to keep walkers safe on the roadway. Instead of actually walking across NC and getting someone hurt, that would not be good, areas of the state are being asked to have local walks that would help equal the number of miles that it would take to walk across this state. More information about these local programs will be forth coming. In the meantime please think about hosting a walk for this cause.

20:26 – New Business

1. Meeting Dates: Any department that would be interested in hosting an upcoming meeting for the association please see 2nd Vice President David Bullins. Board would like to try and spread out our meeting sites, in different parts of the west so, we can reach all members of the association.

2. Election: President Blanton went over the by-law requirements for the election. All rated fire departments will be allowed to cast one vote per department. Associate members, Vendors, Fire Marshal Offices, Sheriff Offices and Rescue Squads, will not be allowed to cast a vote. President Blanton thanked the nominating committee for their hard work. Committee members were Jimmy Hensley, Jeff Cash, Wes Greene, Reggie Hassler and Davie Summey. Departments will be called by county to place their vote.


President Blanton entertained a motion made by Frank Burns to accept the nomination 


of Jake Whistnant by acclimation to the North Carolina Association of Fire Chiefs. 


Motion 2nd by Roger Hollifield. Motion Passed.
21: 19 – Election Results.



 President Blanton announced that Kevin Gordon won the election for the state fireman’s 


board and will be the Western Director on the North Carolina State Fireman’s Association 

Board. Congratulations to Kevin.

President Blanton entertained a motion by Jeff Cash, in keeping with Robert’s Rules of 
Order, that all ballots be destroyed. Motion was seconded by Joey Webb. Motion Passed.
3. Next Meeting: July 21, 2010 West Macon Fire Department. West Macon has worked out an arrangement for anyone interested to come and play golf for free.
Respectfully Submitted: Secretary Anthony Penland 

